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SECTION I. PURPOSE 

This policy establishes expectations for class attendance and coursework completion in 
undergraduate courses, defines what can be considered an excused absence from class or the timely 
completion of coursework, and outlines the process for notification and verification of excused 
absences. 

SECTION II. SCOPE AND APPLICABILITY 

This policy governs all undergraduate courses (regardless of form and regardless of whether the 
course is credit-bearing) and all St. Thomas undergraduate coursework requirements, including but 
not limited to final examinations. The expectations set forth in this policy apply to all St. Thomas 
students enrolled in undergraduate courses (including non-degree-seeking students), all instructors 
who teach undergraduate courses, and all administrators of academic units that offer undergraduate 
courses. 

SECTION III. DEFINITIONS 

When used in this policy, the following terms have the following meanings: 

a. Academic unit means a St. Thomas school, college, academic department or academic 
program, center or institute. 

b. Acute illness means a physical or mental health condition that is limited in duration but 
prevents a student from attending class on a short-term basis. Exam
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7. Military service including, but not limited to, 
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on the Health Services excuse policy is available at: 
https://www.stthomas.edu/healthservices/services/privacy/excuse/.)  
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